*    READING AND WRITING    *

The Queen: I must again beg of you, my Lord, to state
reasons.

Lord Lichfield: I have no objection to some reduction
of postage, and I believe all previous Postmasters-
General agree that some reduction is necessary.

The Queen; Why, then, have the reductions been
delayed so long? Proceed, Mr. Hill, to say why you fix
so low a sum as one penny.

Rowland Hill: Your Majesty will see that the cheaper
the postage the easier it will be for the poor, who are
nearly debarred from the use of the post at present, and
all classes, to use the post. Though a penny seems very
low, I beg to say that the Post Office would get at least a
halfpenny profit on each letter after paying all expenses.
It does not cost the Post Office a quarter of a farthing to
carry a letter from London to Edinburgh, which is four
hundred miles.

The Queen: I see, Mr, Hill, the Post Office admit you
are correct in that estimate.

Lord Lichfield: It would be unjust to charge a letter
going a hundred miles a penny, and a letter going four
hundred miles only a penny. And, may it please your
Majesty to remember that, though according to Mr.
Hill's mode of reckoning, it does not cost us a farthing to
carry letters to Edinburgh, four hundred miles, it does
cost us nearly a halfpenny to carry a letter from London
to Louth, which is only a hundred and forty miles.

The Queen: Indeed! How much, then, is the postage
to Edinburgh and to Louth?

Lord Lichfield: To Edinburgh, Is. 2d., to Louth, lid.

The Queen: It appears, therefore, that you think it
just to charge my people the highest price for the cheap-
est business. If an Edinburgh letter cost you a farthing
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